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St. Thomas Episcopal Church  
A member of the worldwide Anglican communion and a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of Florida 

 

A Place Where Faith is Taken 
Seriously . . . 

Let Freedom Ring 
The Rev. Canon Robert P. 
Goolsby 
 
 
When I accepted the call to become the next  rector 
at St. Thomas, I may have been looking for freedom. 
Not that I felt unfree prior to coming here, but there 
was a freedom about St. Thomas that I wanted to be a 
part of.  
 
Romans 6:20-23 
 
“When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard 
to righteousness. So what advantage did you then get 
from the things of which you now are ashamed? The 
end of those things is death. But now that you have 
been freed from sin and  enslaved to God, the ad-
vantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal 
life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
In this passage, Paul speaks about freedom in the  
context of slavery (or bound servitude as the  
opposite of freedom). The Christian story is one of 
freedom, that is, freedom from the slavery or  
oppression of sin. We commemorate the gift of  
freedom by remembering the Exodus story when God 
through Moses released the captive, enslaved people of 
Israel from the Egyptian Pharaoh.  
 
In the Christian Church we remember this foundational 
exodus story at our baptism:  
 

“We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift 
of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in 
the beginning of creation. Through it you 
led the children of Israel out of their  
bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. 
In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of 
John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as 
the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through 
his death and resurrection, from the bondage 
of sin into everlasting life.” 

What does this freedom mean to you? For me, freedom in Christ is 
the freedom to love one another and not be discouraged from that 
loving relationship. It is freedom to forgive and be forgiven. It is 
freedom to not be bound by what others say or do (socially,  
politically or otherwise) but by what the Spirit of Christ compels us 
to do.  
 
The freedom that I identify at St. Thomas lies in our diversity. Our  
diversity of culture yes, but also our diversity in thought, viewpoint,  
experience, and journeys of faith. Each of us has a different and unique 
perspective on the world and of God.  Anglican writer and scholar N.T. 
Wright comments on “God’s acceptance” of us where we are. Wright 
ponders if God’s acceptance of us relieves us from sinfulness or  
discipleship. He emphatically says no, but that God accepts us as we are 
and where we are in the hope and desire for our transformation to be 
more Christ-like.  
 
“[God’s] Grace reaches where humans are, and accepts them as 
they are, because anything less would result in no one being saved. 
Justification is by grace alone, through faith alone. But grace is 
always transformative. God accepts us where we are, but God does 
not intend to leave us where we are.” 
 
God gives us space to explore and we as Anglicans and Episcopalians 
value faith exploration. There are many faith traditions that do not value 
such things. We come together with many questions and various  
perspectives, but we all come together under one roof (even  
figuratively!) in the name of Jesus. Our Christian/Jewish bible study 
comes to mind. We welcome Rabbi Shapiro and learn a great deal from 
him. We are excited to work with a local Baptist Church to serve those in 
need. We welcome those who doubt and those who know the bible  
backward and forward. We welcome those new to the faith as much as 
we welcome the ‘cradle Episcopalian.’  

 
Continued on page 3  
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Dolly Bordinger 
Parish Administrator 

Ext. 201 
dollyb@stechurch.org 

The Reverend Horace S. Johnson 
Assisting Priest 

Deborah Snedeker 
Business Manager 
Ext. 202 
deborah@stechurch.org 

The Reverend Al  Stefanik 
Assisting Priest  Carole Fuqua-Heller 

Organist / Choir Director 

INSIDE ST. THOMAS 

The Reverend Ronald Manning 
Priest Emeritus 

The Reverend Robert P. Goolsby 
Rector 
Ext. 203 
fatherbob@stechurch.org 

 

Julie Carter 
Dir. of Youth & Family Ministries 
Ext. 204 
julie@stechurch.org 

Vestry Leadership 

Cindy Mitchell  Senior Warden    cindy.mitchell25@gmail.com 
Charlie Kolaitis  Junior Warden/Property  fop762@aol.com 
Sal Brucculeri  Finance/Stewardship   salbrucculeri@hotmail.com 
Keith Myrie   Finance/Endowment   bront6@cfl.rr.com  
Anna Andrews  Communications   annamarie432@yahoo.com 
Ed Ruddy  Outreach (ECM)   edwardr1944@ptd.net 
Kathleen McCullough Outreach (ECW)   mingtoi52@icloud.com 
Althea Robinson Worship    adrob93@gmail.com 
Ed Walker  Parishioner Care   endwalker@aol.com 
Judy Fields  Christian Formation & Youth  judyfields269@gmail.com 
Jadeen Wintz  Youth Representative   verna3619@cfl.rr.com 
  
 

Membership or Parish Life, please contact Charlie or Cindy 
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During times of illness, hospitalization, 

or life crisis, please call : 
Church Office - 386-446-2300  

For Intercessory Prayer: 
Yvonne Kendrick - 386-445-9969 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR 
Altar flowers given in memory or in  
honor of loved ones are $35.00. You   
can contact the office 446-2300 or via 
email: dollyb@stechurch.org or contact 
Dolly Bordinger 445-6875 

Continued from page 1 
 
The mold is broken at St. Thomas! There is a freedom here in this 
church. That freedom is that we truly welcome all people from all sorts 
of backgrounds and faith journeys into our fellowship. Many churches 
do this as lip service. Not St. Thomas. Everyone is truly welcome here.  
 
When I saw the faces of this congregation for the first time back in 
2018, I got excited. I got excited because here was a church that broke 
the mold of that ‘most segregated hour’ on Sundays. I was excited at the 
prospect of leading at St. Thomas where this freedom is lived out. This 
congregation demonstrates that each of us is free to be who we are and 
be loved and accepted. This value is enriching as it broadens who we 
are as we learn about each other and worship and study together.  
 
But in this freedom, comes responsibility! God meets us where we are 
but ever calls us forward in transformation. And the seeds are ripe. As 
we grow in our faith and learn the values of God’s Kingdom, God  
expects more of us. God expects us to be the healing, reconciling hands 
of Jesus, his Son, in the world. I view St. Thomas as a snapshot of these 
values that God instills in us as the liberated people of God, the Beloved 
Community to which Jesus calls us. 
 
As we celebrate another Independence Day, we also remember and  
celebrate the American value of freedom. But freedom to do and be 
what? The preamble to the Declaration of Independence states that all 
people “are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” As 
Christians we are further called to be the people God created us to be 
and live out this freedom to love others, be merciful to others and to 
speak up for others whose freedom is compromised.  
 
N.T. Wright goes on to say that: “True freedom is not simply the  
random, directionless life, but the genuine humanness that reflects the 
image of God. This is found under the lordship of Christ.” 
 
Excerpt from the Book of Common Prayer, page 838: 
 
Almighty God: We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this 
land. 
 
We thank you for the great resources of this nation. 
 
We thank you for the men and women who have made this country 
strong. 
 
We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. 
 
We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. 
 
Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun. Strengthen our 
efforts to blot out ignorance and prejudice, and to abolish poverty and 
crime. And hasten the day when all our people, with many voices in one 
united chorus, will glorify your holy Name. Amen.  
 
May the peace of Christ  rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in the one body. And be thankful. (Colossians 3:15) 
 
Bob+ 

 
N.T. Wright, New Interpreter’s Bible, pg. 459, Abingdon Press, 2015 

 

PRACTICING THE WAY OF LOVE 
IN THE TIME OF COVID-19 

 

WORSHIP &  
COMMUNICATION SCHEDULE 

 
Sun…. 10 a.m. Worship 
 
Mon…. Email from Fr. Bob 
 
Tues…. 10 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
Wed…. Noonday Prayer with Healing 
 
Thurs….10 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
Thurs…. Email from Fr. Bob 
 
Fri…… . 9 p.m. Compline 
 
All worship services are done through 
Facebook. Communication is done via 
email. Please make sure we have your 
correct email address. 
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SENIOR WARDEN’S MESSAGE 
 
 

Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;  
perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

Romans 5:3-4 
 

 
Surprise! We normally do not have a newsletter in the summer, and maybe subconsciously, I am fighting the 
concept. Our editor (Dorothy) sent me a gentle reminder earlier this week and now I’m feeling it may be a less 
gentle reminder! 
 
I’ll update you on a couple of projects. The floor and wall tiles in the south bathrooms along with the kitchen 
and pantry floors have been steamed, cleaned, and sealed. What a difference! The hallway carpet was also 
cleaned. It is as good as it can get!  Thank you to ECW, Par ish Life, and the Coffee Hour  for  donating the 
funds to complete the project that started with painting way back in February. 
 
When you get a haircut or new glasses, you may look a little different on the outside but inside you are still the 
same. Similarly, moving forward, things may look at little different, but inside we are still the same faithful, 
loving, compassionate “St. Thomas” we have been for years and will continue to be. 
 
The intent is to continue recording worship services in the future. Fr Bob’s I-phone and the tripod on a kitchen 
cart in front of the church is not aesthetically pleasing if you are sitting in the sanctuary. But it works! We are 
in the process of getting estimates for an unobtrusive camera (s) that can zoom, and swivel to focus on the  
pulpit, altar, and lectern. It would all need to be coordinated with our sound system, etc. Fingers crossed this is 
not a major project. Upgrades and additions will enable us to produce and broadcast real-time quality worship 
experiences for years to come.  
 
Reminder, when you come by the church, the landscaping project on the north side of the church is a work in 
progress. Anyone willing to volunteer or assist the grounds ministry, please contact the office for more  
information. You would be most welcome! 
 
As always, thank you for your continued prayers, generosity and support to St. Thomas and for all you give to 
our community and each other. 
 
Continued peace. 
 
Cindy Mitchell 
Senior Warden  

 
 
 

“We are charged to share hope with those around us. Echoing the richness of Jesus’ love. Speaking truth and 
light. Putting an arm around frazzled neighbors. The hope of Jesus shines out in our actions and words. 
 

Let us spread some hope today. Be a hope spreader.” 
 

            Susanna Foth Aughtmon 
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NURSE’S CORNER 

 

 
COVID - 19 CRISIS  
 
 
As restrictions have been lifted to allow 25 States, and Puerto Rico to reopen for most businesses, there has 
been spikes in the number of CORONA VIRUS cases.  Even partial reopening has not been effective in  
keeping the Virus under control.  Large gatherings have been noted in some areas, and several have been  
indoors.  There has been an increase in the number of younger people infected with the Virus, as they socialize 
without adequate face covering, and not being as mindful as they should be, regarding social distancing of the 
suggested six feet.  
 
Senior Citizens are still in the highest "at risk group".  Most of them have been mindful regarding staying at 
home.  As for our more senior members of the congregation, we have been assisting them with shopping and 
other errands. 
 
Some persons are still seen in public without face mask, or other face covering. That is inconsiderate of others 
who adhere to the guidelines recommended.  If you feel at risk when touching food items in the store, feel free 
to wear disposable gloves when shopping.  Scientists are still not sure of how long the COVID -19 Virus  
remains on a surface. 
 
Frequent thorough hand washing, is quite effective. When hand washing is not practical, utilize hand  
sanitizer.  Continue to clean/sanitize frequently used surfaces.  Wash hands as soon as you come from  
outdoors.  Remember to clean frequently touched areas in your car also.  Socialize by phone, Keep visits to a 
minimum. 
 
Notify your Medical Provider if you have a fever of 100 degrees or higher; or if you have a persistent cough, 
difficulty breathing, ongoing weakness, or significant loss of appetite. 
 
Most Medical Offices are open.  Keep your scheduled appointments.  The test for Tte Corona Virus is more 
readily available at present.  Several countries are working to find a vaccine for COVID - 19.  Let us remain 
positive that the research will be effective.  
 
Jeanette Carter, Coordinator/Parish Nurse Ministry 

We have a new URL (web address) 
 

 www.stechurch.org   
 
 

It is normal and proper for churches and non-profits to have the “.org” designation.  The shorter URL is less 
cumbersome.  All staff e-mail addresses have been changed to reflect the new domain: 
 
fatherbob@stechurch.org julie@stechurch.org 
dollyb@stechurch.org deborah@stechurch.org 
 

If you forget, or don’t know how to change your favorites right now, the old information will still work, and 
you will be re-directed for the next year. 

mailto:dollyb@stechurch.org
mailto:deborah@stechurch.org
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AMAZING GRACE 

 
The time is now to see God’s grace at work. Our Father God in heaven is at work in the lives of all the  
peoples in darkness to bring those into light. Jesus is the light of the world in this time of world calamity, evil 
is in the air. We must put on the armor of God; have no fear He is our refuge and strength. To God be the  
glory for the things he has done, to make good out of evil. With God behind you and His arms beneath you, 
you can face whatever lies ahead of you. Be of humble beginnings.  
 
Sing to the Lord a new song and His praise in the assembly of saints.  Psalm 149 
 
Sincere intercession is the key to Gods intervention. Keep vigil, stay focused.  Look up, wake up. 
 
Read: Psalm 119:116; Job 16:6-17; Romans 6:11-14; Psalm 25:8; Deuteronomy 33:26-29 
 

My eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord 
 

Intercessors in vigil prayer: Dolly Bordinger, Kathleen McCullough, Jenny Parchment, Joyce Taylor,  
Laurine Fowler, Althea Robinson, Leila Manning, Pam Williams, Yvonne Kendrick 
 

The grace of our Lord be with us all. 

 
UNITED THANK OFFERING 

 
 
Right now, if you make a thank offering to UTO for all of the good things happening in your life in spite of 
the pandemic, the blessing of those moments will immediately be granted to bless others who are in need  
because of the pandemic. We need you to give as you are able, in gratitude and in recognition of the ties that 
bind us together, so that they can award grants twice this year to keep vital and essential outreach  
ministries going and help new ones start. This is perhaps the best way we can acknowledge the bits of  
gratitude we owe to others (factory workers, farm workers, grocery workers, healthcare workers, janitorial 
staffs, etc.) that we might never get to thank in person, for without them we could not accomplish simple 
tasks in our day. So, with that, We invite you to join in taking a moment to give thanks and make a thank  
offering to UTO so that the blessing of this moment, the gratitude of this moment, can go on to bless others.   
 
Excerpts reprinted from Connections and Gratitude article by The Rev. Canon Heather L. Melton, Staff  
Officer for the United Thank Offering. 
 
 

Let us not forget the needs of others. It has been several months since we’ve gathered at St. Thomas to  
worship, your support for UTO is still needed.  Please consider sending in your donation to St. Thomas  
indicating UTO on the check memo line. 
 

Dorothy A. Thompson - UTO Coordinator 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

1.   Keith Heller 
1. Erika Leal 
2. Gloria O’Sullivan 
2.   Anna Andrews 
2. Donald Henriques 
3. Eileen Cavanagh 
4. Richard Cabrera 
4.   Suzanne  Elchediak 
4. LaVerne Guines 
5. Rev. Alfred Stefanik 
7. Joan Guiness 
11. George Gan 
11. James Logan 
12. Leona Potter 
13 Janice Hylander 
 
 

14.  Carol Gan 
14.  Judith Gilruth 
15.  Veronica Brown 
16.  Fay Edwards-Taylor 
19.  Rodick Ricketts 
20.  Catherine Schade 
21.  Roger Lacallade 
20.  Mabel December 
20.  Maria Howard 
23.  Alma Dixon 
23.  George Bailey 
24.  Suzanne Clark 
25.  Rose Malidong 
25.  Kim Pryor Smith 
25.  Laurie Alter 
 
 

 3.   Floyd & Geneva Averett-Short 
 8.   Don & Joan Fisher 
13.  Arthur & Theresa Roole 
12.  John & Barbara Scroxton 
17.  Esley & Jenny Parchment 
20.  Errol & Margaret Marshall 
20.  Dutch & Marsh Mueller 
 

26.  Gordon Brown 
26.  Angie Moreau 
27.  Monica Bailey 
27.  Kamron Downs 
30.  Barbara Lawson 
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TIDINGS ARTICLES 
 

Deadline for submissions is on the 
15th of each month except July. 
Please submit information via e-mail:   
thompsondorothya@aol.com 

or on a flash drive.  

All submissions via email should be  

Word or Publisher format and NO 

MORE than 1/2  page. 

 

Thank you. 

Our Church Mission  
 

Living and Proclaiming the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in 

Community,   
Holy Communion, and  
Servanthood Ministry 

 

The Episcopal Church 
Welcomes You! 

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH  

member of the worldwide 

Anglican communion 
 

5400 Belle Terre Parkway 

Palm Coast, Fl. 32137 
 

Phone: 386-446-2300 

Fax: 386-446-2303 
 

Email:  info@stechurch.org 

http://stechurch.org 
 

A ministry of the  

Episcopal Diocese of Florida 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are still here for you! 

Please be sure to contact Dolly, our Parish 
Administrator, to report hospital stays,  
surgery, inclusion on the prayer list, health 
issues or any concerns. Clergy or the   
appropriate ministry will be informed as 
soon as possible. Dolly can be reached at 
the office 386-446-2300. 
 
The parish clergy, licensed Lay  
Eucharistic Visitors, and other pastoral  
visitors are still facing limitations on  
in-person visiting, especially in hospitals, 
retirement communities, and hospice care 
facilities.  We remain greatly concerned 
for your health and safety.  While it feels 
not nearly as warm and personal as we 
would all prefer, emails and phone calls 
are our visitation tools we can continue to 
use for visits and prayer in the days ahead.  

 
 

Office Hours during  
COVID-19 

Monday - Wednesday 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 


