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St. Thomas Episcopal Church  
A member of the worldwide Anglican communion and a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of Florida 

 

A Place Where Faith is Taken 
Seriously . . . 

Finding Beauty 
The Rev. Canon Robert P. Goolsby 
 
 
 

As Christians, part of our mission in the world is 
to find joy and beauty. This can be a difficult task 
in a chaotic world. This can be a difficult task if 
we follow too closely the twenty-four-hour news 
cycle which adheres to the unspoken creed: “If it 
bleeds it leads.” Social media doesn’t help either, 
does it? Sometimes we see images of beauty and 
joy in our social media feeds, but they often are 
peppered with negativity about other people and 
personal positions on issues. I have a colleague 
back in Texas who just added a puppy to her fam-
ily of dogs and the posts have been very entertain-
ing. Sometimes the world we live in makes me 
long for puppies! (But I don’t want one!) 
 
There is beauty in the world. Recently on, well, 
social media, a fellow priest asked what others’ 
favorite prayer is in the prayer book. I answered 
that I love the post-baptism prayer for the candi-
dates. Found on page 308, the prayer says,  

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and 
the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these 
your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have 
raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, 
O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquir-
ing and discerning heart, the courage to will and 
to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and 
the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. 
Amen. 

The bolded portion of the prayer is the part of the 
prayer I love. What a great reminder for all of us 
as we renew our baptismal promises; to find joy 
and wonder in God’s creation. Too often we are 
spread thin with many responsibilities. Too often 
we keep ourselves so busy with many activities  

and errands that we forget that God’s goodness and love is all 
around us and is richly and vibrantly displayed in nature and all of 
God’s creation. We find beauty and God’s presence in other peo-
ple, in actions of love and maybe even in the face of someone’s 
new puppy! 
 
I hope this summer you seek out God’s abundant presence all 
around. Look for God in the unlikely places too. Small things. A 
tree or a squirrel. The ocean or the sky. A beautiful melody or 
song. But also seek God in the person next to you. The one you 
love as well as the one who irks you. A good activity you may 
enjoy in the context of your prayer life, is to read through some 
hymns. Hymns are praises and prayers to God in artful form. If 
you don’t have a hymnal handy, you can easily find them online 
(Google “Hymnal 1982”).  When we find God’s presence in all 
things around us, we become more grateful and are less likely to 
take such beauty for granted. 
 
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very 
good (Gen. 1:31).  
 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son  
(John 3:16).  
 
Have a blessed summer and remember that the God of love who 
created you created a work of beauty and wonder. 
 
Blessings to you. 
 
Bob+ 
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During times of illness, hospitalization, 

or life crisis, please call : 
Church Office - 386-446-2300  

For Intercessory Prayer: 
Yvonne Kendrick - 386-445-9969 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR 
Altar flowers given in memory or in  
honor of loved ones are $35.00. You   
can contact the office 446-2300 or via 
email: dollyb@stechurch.org or contact 
Dolly Bordinger 445-6875 

 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a 
man took and sowed in his field, which indeed is the least 
of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than the 
herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come 
and nest in its branches.”  Matthew 13: 31-32 

What does the parable of the mustard seed mean? 

Using parables, Jesus related truth through intriguing stories 
with familiar settings. Our grasp of this parable hinges upon 
a correct understanding of its key elements: the sower, the 
mustard seed, the great tree which grew from it, and the 
birds which perched on its branches. 
 
The first two elements are easily understood. 
 

 The sower is Jesus Himself. He is the planter who came 
to atone for our sins so that we might become fruitful. 

 

 The mustard seed was the smallest seed known at the 
time. While it becomes more of a shrub than a tree, it 
can reach about 10 feet high. The mustard seed  
represents the Gospel, starting very small but growing to 
reach  millions throughout the world who will inherit 
the kingdom. The field represents all the people of the 
earth who will receive Him. 
 

 The tree is rooted in Jesus Christ and has grown a  
harvest far beyond its initial planting. The King James  
Version says “it is the greatest among all herbs,”  
growing far reaching branches beyond natural  
explanation. 
 

 The birds of the air in this parable probably come from 
the Greek word “orneon,” signifying ”to perceive, to 
hear.” The tree offers a refuge for His faithful to rest in 
Him. 

 
A tree, whose large branches offer a sanctuary for birds, 
was a familiar Old Testament symbol for a mighty kingdom 
which gave shelter to the nations. The tree represents  
earthly greatness and refuge to the nations. The tiny  
mustard seed, growing to be a tree, symbolizes Jesus’ offer 
of refuge and life in God’s Kingdom. 
 

Reprinted from All About Jesus Christ.org 

 

PRACTICING THE WAY OF LOVE 
IN THE TIME OF COVID-19 

 

WORSHIP &  
COMMUNICATION SCHEDULE 

 
Sun…. 10 a.m. Worship 
 
Fr. Bob is on vacation until August 19th. 
On-line daily worship will convene upon 
his return. Previous services can be 
viewed on-line at anytime.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All worship services are done through 
Facebook. Communication is done via 
email. Please make sure we have your 
correct email address. 



 

PAGE 4  |   THE TIDINGS  |  AUGUST  2020 

 

SENIOR WARDEN’S MESSAGE 
 
“Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. He gives strength to the  
weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and 
fall; but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”               Isaiah 40:28-31   
          

 
Last December, I received a vague email about a 50-year class reunion. I thought how rude for someone to 
send that to me. A couple of weeks later I realized in 2020 it really would be my 50th year since I graduated 
high school. What nerve!! Yes, I know there are a few more of you 1970 graduates here at St. Thomas. 

 
Our class size was over 500 students because of a school merger. I vaguely remember my uneventful  
graduation and no, it was not at a speedway! 
 
I thought life was much simpler back then. Shame on me. I had no plans, no goals, no idea what I wanted to be 
when I grew up. After a brief stint of additional education, I left home at age 19 to join the Marine Corps and 
have only visited my hometown over the years for family gatherings. 

 
Making plans, choosing the paths we walk. making the absolute best we can of situations we find ourselves 
in… even when we have not had a clear voice can be challenging. Decisions come with contemplation,  
list-making, research, maybe even rolling the dice….and prayer. The steps we take regarding our families,  
careers and friends are not always easy. Sometimes it seems easier to give-up. At any moment, we do the best 
we can with the tools at hand.  

 
Back to the reunion…I have never been interested in attending any previous gatherings. I have had little  
contact with any of my classmates.  Earlier this year I was toying (only slightly) with the idea of attending. 
Whew…that decision has been made for me.  But at what cost? How many things have been changed for us 
this year that we have had no control over? Could we ever have imagined how our year has evolved? I do not 
have the answers. It is so hard to stand still – to focus on the present and try to embrace the unknown future 
especially when we don’t understand or have a clear picture. 

 
Consider reaching out and contacting someone you have not spoken to in a while; a note, email, text, or a 
phone call to a relative, veteran, classmate, friend or churchmate. Waiting for someone to contact you?  No, 
we each need to start that reunion contact. Don’t let another week go by without reaching out. It is always 
heartwarming to know someone is remembering us and to reconnect. 

 
Thank you for your continued prayers, generosity, and support to St. Thomas and for all you continue to give 
to our community and each other. 

 
Continued peace. 
 
Cindy Mitchell 
Senior Warden  

 
 

 “When the world says, “Give up,” Hope whispers, “Try it one more time.”  
Unknown 

 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/isaiah/40/
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We are back home again, and I am so grateful! It was a long and painful physical separation and we still have a long way 
to go, I know. To those who have felt safe enough to come back, we appreciate your presence and will continue to make 
our church a healthy haven for worship. For those families and people who must continue to self-quarantine, our prayers 
and love go out to you! We miss you and will be so happy to see you when we can.  
 
This year, among lots of other subjects and activities, we are going to pay special attention to healthy boundaries in  
relationships. This concept was lost on me when I was young, and it would have made such a difference in the way my 
20s and 30s would have gone. I am grateful to have learned more about the subject and it has been invaluable to me. God 
is the author of good boundaries. He observes them and is faithful to continue to do so in perfection.  
 
Our first example of God’s good boundaries is found in Genesis when he created men and women to have free will. He 
does not interfere in our decisions about whether to do his will. He allows us to succeed and fail at our own pace. On the 
other hand, as soon as Adam and Eve decided to do the opposite of his desires, they had to go find a different place to 
live. He won’t have sin and destruction in his kingdom. Jesus was the embodiment of all goodness, including healthy 
personal boundaries. In the gospels, we learn more about how to decide what we will and will not tolerate in our own 
lives. 
 
Where is the ‘ceiling’ of acting Christlike in our giving and tolerance? It’s an invisible line. Every circumstance deserves 
its own custom line. The line is thin. If we cross the line from giving and tolerance into co-dependence with another  
person’s sin, we are doing great harm instead of great good. Examples of Christ explaining good boundaries includes 
Matthew 6:6 where He tells us to develop personal prayer time. He certainly did observe his own personal prayer time. 
He told us to be honest and direct in Matthew 5:37. He knew how to let his yes be yes and his no be no. John 5:44 says, 
‘How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the 
only God?’ He knew his priorities, didn’t he? 
 
We aren’t born knowing this info. We are born into families that may have historically had a good bead on where that 
line should be across many circumstances. Some of us, including me, were raised in families that did not have a good 
understanding of those concepts, so I missed the boat. I experienced pain and gave pain to my loved ones. There are lots 
more people raised as I was than raised with great boundaries. If you are an adult, and you feel that your parents and 
grandparents helped you understand healthy boundaries, you are blessed. Please think and pray on these concepts you 
learned in your families. Those of us who can practice and understand healthy boundaries are available to those of us 
who need that loving wisdom.  
 
As I prepare lessons and work with our students, every opportunity to define that line will be explored. If you aren’t sure, 
the classic book to read is ‘Boundaries: When to Say Yes, How to Say No to Take Control of your Life’. It’s by Henry 
Cloud and John Townsend, each a master of Christian Counseling. If our church read this book together, I am convinced 
we would see huge improvements in our relationships here, at work, and at home. If you decide to read it, you will be 
amazed at how much of God’s story is about healthy relational boundaries. You will see stories of people who remind 
you of yourself and of others in your life. You will also be equipped to help our students learn these skills. It is so much 
easier to show than to tell. If you have read it, I want to hear from you about what benefitted you the most. Please email 
me at julie@stechurch.org with your comments and ideas. I am willing to bet there is so much wisdom regarding this in 
our mature population.  
 
Questions to consider as we roll into September - What if our young people were able to go into independent life  
secure in their decision making about the people they connect with out there? What if they know, from God’s 
word, how to be a good friend, mother, husband, worker? What if the majority, not the minority, of families passed this 
knowledge down to the next generation? Can any of you think of Bible characters who exhibited good boundaries? What 
about those who did not exhibit good boundaries? I’ll give you a hint; every single action and exchange exhibited one or 
the other. There is no gray area.  That’s the very definition of a boundary. As we learn, we will share our experiences so 
that all of us can praise our Father for his perfect wisdom!  
 
 
Julie Carter 
Director of Student Ministries 

mailto:julie@stechurch.org
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WITNESS TRIBULATION 

 
Living in the Season of Tribulation, of times like what we witness to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) a Holy 
War (good vs. evil), (darkness vs. light). 
 
O Father God we see the wrath (turmoil). 
 
God is our refuge and strength, an ever present help in trouble.  Psalm 46:1-11 
 
Read:  Genesis 6:1-8; Psalm 107:1-16; Psalm 24; 2 Kings 19:1-18; Proverbs 3:1-6; Lamentations 3:1-66; 
             Matthew 25:25-46; Jeremiah 14, 15 
 
During this pandemic (COVID-19), scriptures remind us God does not judge by outward appearance, God 
looks at the heart. Social standing, wealth, power or position really have nothing to do with the Kingdom of 
God, it’s all about loving thy neighbor and the willingness to serve God and others. Great is thy faithfulness. 
 
We look to you Lord Jesus to hear Your word and follow in Your ways. Listen to God among clamor of  
voices. Ask God’s spirit to control our minds. We work in perfect harmony with the Lord. Be still and atten-
tive with God, you will be on Holy ground. When we know that God’s hand is in everything we can have  
everything in God’s hand. In Jeremiah 29:11-14 it says, For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says 
the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and 
go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for me with 
all your heart. I will be found by you says the Lord, and I will bring you back from your captivity. God wants 
us to prosper and be in good health, so keep focused on the solution which is the Lord Jesus Christ and not on 
your problem.  
 
 
Intercessors in vigil prayer: Dolly Bordinger, Kathleen McCullough, Jenny Parchment, Joyce Taylor,  
Laurine Fowler, Althea Robinson, Leila Manning, Pam Williams, Yvonne Kendrick 
 

 
STAY SAFE AND HEALTHY 

 
 

ST. THOMAS COLUMBARIUM NOTICE 
 

We are sorry to share that the Columbarium at St. Thomas has NO available niches. 
All available niches have been purchased and reserved. 
 
 

It is hoped that in the near future a committee can be formed to determine what is available indoors/outdoors, 
what is involved for City Planning and Permitting, tentative cost and of course, approval from the Diocese.  
There is currently no timeframe for when the committee will be formed.  If you are interested in being a 
member of the committee, please contact Dolly in the church office. 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

  2 Christopher Jones 

  2   Leleith Ricketts 

  4   Maria Baker 

  5   Carole Heller 

  6   Philip Allegrante 

  7 Roy Lorentz 

  9   Karla Goolsby 

10  Joseph F. Wright 

11 Henrietta Allegrante 

12  Marsha Mueller 

13  Linda Caparanis 

14 Art Cranston 

16 Nancy Stacey 

16   Jim Callender 

17 Maggie Marshall 

17  Joseph Brilbeck 

 20 Dolly Bordinger 

 20   Erma Brooks 

 21 Cynthia Simpson 

21 Karin Merrell 

23  Cheryl Heller 

24 Phillip Khan 

25 Ira Brown 

25 Abigail Ball 

25 Meibing Smith 

27 Dorothy A. Thompson 

29 Norma Edwards 

30 Arthur Roole 

30  Ken Copeland 

 5 James & LaVerne Guines 

 5  Charles & Jan Kreuz 

12  Leon & Yvonne Kendrick 

15 David & Madeleine Mower 

15  Chris & Caryn Pryor 

17  Fr. Ron & Leila Manning 

19  Ed & Delores Walker 

23  Francis & Jacqueline Lewis 

25  James & Georgia Young 

29  Frank & Dorothy Thompson 

30  Don & Marilyn Gingles 
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TIDINGS ARTICLES 
 

Deadline for submissions is on the 
15th of each month except July. 
Please submit information via e-mail:   
thompsondorothya@aol.com 

or on a flash drive.  

All submissions via email should be  

Word or Publisher format and NO 

MORE than 1/2  page. 

 

Thank you. 

Our Church Mission  
 

Living and Proclaiming the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in 

Community,   
Holy Communion, and  
Servanthood Ministry 

 

The Episcopal Church 
Welcomes You! 

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH  

member of the worldwide 

Anglican communion 
 

5400 Belle Terre Parkway 

Palm Coast, Fl. 32137 
 

Phone: 386-446-2300 

Fax: 386-446-2303 
 

Email:  info@stechurch.org 

http://stechurch.org 
 

A ministry of the  

Episcopal Diocese of Florida 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are still here for you! 

Please be sure to contact Dolly, our Parish 
Administrator, to report hospital stays,  
surgery, inclusion on the prayer list, health 
issues or any concerns. Clergy or the   
appropriate ministry will be informed as 
soon as possible. Dolly can be reached at 
the office 386-446-2300. 
 
The parish clergy, licensed Lay  
Eucharistic Visitors, and other pastoral  
visitors are still facing limitations on  
in-person visiting, especially in hospitals, 
retirement communities, and hospice care 
facilities.  We remain greatly concerned 
for your health and safety.  While it feels 
not nearly as warm and personal as we 
would all prefer, emails and phone calls 
are our visitation tools we can continue to 
use for visits and prayer in the days ahead.  

 
 

Office Hours during  
COVID-19 

Monday - Thursday 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 


