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Rector’s Report

Annual Parish Meeting
February 14, 2021
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on
earth could bleach them. (Mar k 9:2-3).
We commemorate three occurrences today: The Last Sunday after the Epiphany, the Feast Day of the First AfricanAmerican Episcopal priest, Absalom Jones, and the Annual Parish Meeting. Three things come to mind as we celebrate these occurrences together this Sunday: Beloved Community, Transformation, and Freedom.
It’s been a tough go these last 12 months as it feels like our communal rug has been yanked out from under us, leaving
us disoriented, grossly inconvenienced, frustrated and weary. While there is light at the end of this dark tunnel, there
is still no time line for when life will return to normal. The year has been hard on all of us. The year has been hard on
the church and its ministries. There have been no options for navigating St. Thomas through the pandemic that were
not met with disappointment. For a congregation whose identity is founded upon community and togetherness, the
COVID-19 pandemic year has been a most unwelcome plague.
For this reason, I was intentional over the past year to achieve at least three objectives during the midst of this unprecedented era:


Create and sustain an online presence. When we had to suspend in-person worship, we were immediately
thrust into figuring out how to do online, virtual worship. Not only did we begin this immediately, many more
people than we imagined tuned in to Facebook and joined in. In addition to Sunday worship, we added Morning
Prayer (twice a week at first), followed by Wednesday Healing Service and Friday night Compline. My goal was
to communicate daily with you during the pandemic. It is worthy to note that after years of debating whether or
not to install a camera system in the church to live stream Sunday worship, the COVID era brought the decision
before us.



Increased Communications. At the onset of the pandemic, we cr eated accounts with Mail Chimp, Zoom,
Vimeo, and PayPal to expand communications and ministry. We developed bi-weekly email communications to
include the Sunday worship services and the Thursday email update. These emails are intended to keep the parish
up to date about St. Thomas or to give a meaningful message for the week. We have resumed our Tuesday Jewish/
Christian Bible Study using the Zoom meeting tool. We now hold vestry, worship, finance and other meetings
using Zoom. I am grateful to Fr. Horace Johnson for calling most, if not all, parish members. I am also grateful to
the vestry for making their check-in calls to each parish member.



Finding opportunities to be present. Dur ing the pandemic, I have been intentional in finding ways to be
present to our community as well as encourage members to do so. We came together, with many thanks to the
Parish Life Team, to collect and distribute food to the residents of Palm Coast as we joined with Parkview Church
and the City of Palm Coast to do our part in feeding 5,000 local families. A special thanks to Helen Kolaitis and
Andy Aspinwall for their initiative and hard work! Thanks also to Julie Carter for putting a youth team together to
help out. We collected additional goods and many funds to support the Grace Community Food Pantry. We distributed grocery cards and gas cards to those who needed them, thanks to very generous donations from parish
members. We were sponsors for the Prayer Unites event at the Flagler County courthouse where I was one of the
local clergy to speak on God’s authority.

We are faithful. We have been so faithful in these most challenging months. I believe this is the result of years of
faithfulness at St. Thomas. This is a remarkable, resilient congregation because of our faith in the One who sustains
us: Jesus Christ. We have come together for the needs of others in our community, we have come together in new
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ways for worship, study and prayer, and we have not lost our vision of who we are as members of St. Thomas.
We are and continue to be a community of Christians who gather in new and various ways.
This is Beloved Community.
Christ calls our hearts to be transformed to be more like his. We have sought creative ways to reach out to others, and
we have been challenged to seek innovative ways to do ministry as we move into the future.
This is Transformation.
In this faith and resilience that Christ has graced upon us, we have embraced new ways of worship, study and service
opportunities, to freely be the people God creates and calls us to be.
This is Freedom.
Even amid the challenges, we have done some remarkable things at St. Thomas:
 We welcomed Julie Carter to lead our Student Ministry and our Contemporary Worship. Julie was just what we
needed at the right time. Our young members needed a familiar and loving presence to connect with them and assure them that Jesus and St. Thomas values and loves them.


Having a staff person in Julie on a continual basis to plan and lead contemporary worship was needed. Julie has
had years of experience in both of these areas and I am thrilled that she is here offering her abundant gifts of youth
leadership and music.



In the midst of pandemic limitations we have had 3 baptisms, 4 weddings, and welcomed 21 new members. This
is great news, and is evidence of God’s abundant goodness and grace. However, we have had several members
move away to be closer to family or for other personal or health related reasons.

What I am mostly proud of and encouraged by is the high level of commitment and engagement through the various
technological avenues we have leaned on at St. Thomas. The viewership at all virtual worship, prayer, and study offerings remain strong. Faithful giving is a little less than steady, as less members have been to church, understandably,
but the generous stewardship at St. Thomas by many members is inspiring.
Remember, giving to St. Thomas is not merely contributing to the budget and is certainly not fundraising. Faithful giving to St. Thomas is part of our discipleship as we honor our Lord and is extremely important in sustaining our ministries and mission. Stewardship is not one way! When we as members give more, it is only then that St. Thomas can do
more.
Thank you for all that you do and all that you are.
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us
all evermore. (2 Corinthians 13:14)
Bob+
The Rev. Canon Robert P. Goolsby, Rector
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Senior Warden Report
In preparing my report, again this year, I reviewed the monthly Vestry Meeting minutes and all my personal
notes, and looked back on events, occasions, and issues. Most of the memories were challenging, a few were
disappointing and most of all there are so many things missing from mid-March on!
The faith, generosity and dedication of our entire St. Thomas family, clergy and staff are to be commended for
holding it together this year. It has been trying, in our own community and beyond. I am hoping St. Thomas
remains in good health financially, functionally, and spiritually in the upcoming year.
We have had no community members on our campus most of this year. After the Unity Service in January, the
Valentine’s Day dinner/dance and March’s rummage sale, and the self defense class, there has been minimal
interaction with our neighborhood both inward and outward. None of us saw what was coming next. Almost a
year into the pandemic, we are still unable to predict the impact in our community and in the world.
When in-house worship was suspended in March, at the time, we all probably thought it would only be for a
couple of weeks. I for one, am sad that I took so many things for granted: music, communion, an embrace, and
our fellowship. There will be additional adapting that we will have to do in the upcoming year, but we are
resilient and will continue to pray for guidance.
There have been obstacles along the way in developing worship, programs, and events. Some did not happen, and others were modified from what we have done in past years. Flexibility, creativity, prayer, hope and
safety have been reflected in decisions that have been made in this extraordinary time.
Who could have imagined Father Bob would have to create new ways to reach out to all of us via emails,
recordings, live broadcasts, group emails and bulk mailings? Fr. Bob has had to learn to be a producer, an
editor, an on-air personality and (like us) adapt to social distancing and speaking with a mask on. While we
know there is a large segment of our church family that does not have the ability to be digital and virtual,
please continue to reach out and check in with your friends.
Our worship services need all of us to join in to serve and worship either in person or on-line. What can be
more important than “coming” to church on Sundays? No matter how you do it, revisit the church that you
helped build and continue to maintain.
Creating and maintaining a secure environment welcoming all safely and with open arms is a priority and
needs support from each of us. Please continue to follow all guidance and recommendations to be safe.

Every one of you who “volunteer” at St. Thomas are appreciated. I can’t list all of you by name, but for each
piece of trash picked up, every stroke of a paintbrush, a countertop that is wiped down, a lesson that is read, a
kind word, a candle that is lit, a song that is sung, food donations, spoken prayer, grounds work, endless phone
calls to check on friends and pew mates, sending cards and notes, financial contributions...your actions and
voices have been seen and heard. Our St. Thomas hearts overflow with thanks!
As the Vestry steps into 2021, with additional members, Jodie Bevel, Rick Cabrera, Ben O’Kelley, and Pamela
Williams filling vacancies, I ask that you continue to contact your Vestry members with your ideas, good
news, and any concerns.
A note of appreciation and special thanks to Midge Grattan, Charlie Kolaitis, Althea Robinson, and Linda
Varela for their time served on the Vestry. Your volunteerism and time served on the Vestry is deeply
appreciated.
The year 2020 certainly was not what we anticipated, I am sure each of us value so many things in our personal
lives, our community, and our faith family much differently. I am grateful for another new day, family, quiet
time, friends, the outdoors, blessings, grace, and each of you.
Continued peace.
Cindy Mitchell
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Treasurer’s Report
Unrestricted cash at the end of December 2020 was $97,822, Temporarily Restricted Funds had a balance of
$103,050 and the Endowment Fund had a balance of $127,027.
The revenues for 2020 were $51,177 less than the budgeted amount of $460,000. This was due to loss of plate
offerings, income from outside groups, and unpledged offerings. Expenses were $76,009 less than projected
due to reductions in use of all the facilities as well as the receipt of $39,700 in CARES Act funding.
The 2021 budget was approved by the vestry in December 2020 and forecasts revenues of $396,105 and
expenses of $412,917 with a budget shortfall of $16,812.
I wish to thank our parishioners and outside groups who have contributed their funds to help St. Thomas provide comfort and aid to our members and community. I am looking forward again to seeing all of you at our
services when the pandemic is quelled, which I hope will be in the not too distant future.
Ralph E. Yearwood
Treasurer

Endowment Fund Annual Report
The Endowment Fund is designed to fulfill the long-term St. Thomas Church mission. Legacy gifts to the Endowment
Fund become a permanent investment in the Church. It also creates a living memorial. The gifts ensure our values and
commitments are part of the legacy we leave for future generations. Gifts can be made in the form of cash, property,
stocks, bonds, annuities and life insurance policies. Wills and Trusts choosing St. Thomas Episcopal Church as a beneficiary are some of the methods to make gifts.
In 2020 the Fund received $12,000 in gifts. The Fund investment account had approximately 2% in income and an
unrealized gain of 12% in its investments.
The Endowment Fund Committee held several meetings during the year. It discussed ways to promote the Fund. An
article was placed in the September 2020 Tidings describing what the Fund does and ways to make legacy gifts to the
Fund. The Committee welcomed the managing director of a financial company as a guest speaker. He shared information
on giving and options. The Committee plans on a similar presentation in the future for the parishioners. It also plans on
having an attorney speak with the parishioners about gift giving to the Endowment Fund.
Please contact a Committee member with any questions or discussions on giving a legacy gift for future generations.
The Endowment Fund Committee

Stewardship Annual Report
The 2020 Stewardship Drive was successful. Pledges were approximately 15% higher than the amount pledged in 2019.
The Stewardship Committee met several times in 2020 to share ideas and to prepare a plan to promote the 2021 Drive.
There were numerous announcements and a campaign letter from the Rector. The Rector also reminded the parishioners at
several services how important it is to make a pledge.
The Committee was optimistic that St. Thomas would have another successful Drive; however, pledges submitted to date
are down approximately 14% from the amount pledged in 2020. More than 77% of the St. Thomas operating annual budget is supported by pledges. The balance is supported by unpledged contributions, plate offerings and other donations. It is
anticipated that plate offerings will be significantly lower due to the lower number of parishioners attending in-person
Sunday services.
Pledges are accepted at any time. The Stewardship Committee and the Rector urge you to submit your pledge invitation if
you have not yet done so. This is very important to assure St. Thomas can provide the services our church family enjoys.
The Stewardship Committee
8
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Junior Warden Report
The present responsibility of Junior Warden is to make sure property, grounds, and van are being maintained.
Assist contractors when work is being done on premises. Some of the projects completed in 2020 are below:
All lights in sanctuary and parking lots changed to low watt LED lights.
Ceiling cobwebs and rafter dust in parish hall cleared.
Painted rooms 102 to 104, Sunday school room, kitchen, rear sanctuary wall, men’s and women’s bathroom
on south side of building and office of Director of Student and Family ministries.
Steam cleaning and sealing of tile floors and walls in bathrooms on the southside and the kitchen floor.
Interior signage
Trees and brush removed in the north parking lot along the fence line.
Sanctuary roof repaired due to leaks.
Monthly inspections of fire extinguishers and emergency lights.
Carpets cleaned in the kitchen hallway.
Alarm system upgraded to wireless.
Camera and cabling for recording services, installed in sanctuary.
Screen mesh put under soffits in south side of building.
Blessings.
Charlie Kolaitis

Grounds Ministry
The grounds crew operates the same way throughout the entire year. After March, the team took care to wear
masks, social distance while accomplishing all tasks.
The crew members numbered 4 to 7. Cutting grass, weeding beds and islands, weed whacking, trimming bushes
and hedges, etc. Repair and maintain the grounds equipment, inspect and repair sprinkler systems (14 zone/158
heads!) and equipment as needed. Our 5 acre property is a huge responsibility.
Looking for something to do? Don’t mind being hot or cold, an ant bite or two?? We are always looking for
help.

The city has recommended additional island work, reinventing our buffer hedges, and reestablishing trees in our
large parking lot.
Submitted by David Mower

Van Ministry
Our St. Thomas van was 21 years old and served our church family very well over the years.
It only had 57,000 miles on it but had many issues that have been growing over the past couple of years.
The van was only used for the 11 AM service and used very little in 2020. Due to social distancing, health issues, lack of riders, limited drivers, etc. the future of van rides for 2021 did not look promising.
The decision was made not to put any more funds into van repair/maintenance and the high cost of insurance
(even though it was not being used). The van was sold in January 2021.
Submitted by David Mower
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Acolytes, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
We have had a group of faithful members serving at the altar during this past year. They have stepped forward
to serve. We understand and miss all the servers who haven’t been able to attend in person this year. Looking
forward to when we can all be together to worship and serve once again.
Submitted by Dolly Bordinger

Assistance Ministry
The Assistance Ministry (the Ministry) is comprised of The Assistance Ministry Program, The Ride to Church
Program and The Caregiver Support Program.
The Assistance Ministry Program
Provides services primarily to members (clients) who are unable to meet the requirements of daily living when
crises or other difficulties are encountered. Generally, these clients live alone. They are not able to drive, and
are without the assistance of a relative or friend. Services are limited to rides within the city limits of Palm
Coast to doctor’s office, pharmacy, and other places they need to attend. In the case of hospitalization, the client’s relative or designated friend is advised. We maintain contact with the client during and after recovery.

During 2020, the Ministry maintained telephonic conversations with clients on a monthly basis, or more often
as necessary. Client membership was 10 at the end of 2020, and is staffed by a committee of 12 members.
The Ministry’s plan for 2021 includes our policy of contacting clients monthly or on a more frequent basis as
may be necessary. Clients will be assisted to the extent of our ability to do so. However, clients need be aware
that the scope of the Ministry’s responsibility in relation to their needs, is limited as outlined above and in their
application for membership.
The Ministry and its affiliated programs do not provide professional services of any kind,
endorsement of professional organizations, or advice relating to such organizations.

Ride-to-Church (RTC) Program
The RTC program staffed by other member of St. Thomas, provides clients rides from home to Church and
back home. The Program was an adjunct to the Van Ministry, and serves when the van is out of operation, or
unable to accommodate needs beyond its legal capacity. During 2019 and 2020, clients were provided (26) and
(8) rides to and from Church.
Caregiver Support Program
The program is operated jointly by the Assistance Ministry and the Nursing Ministry. Meetings are held
monthly. Its Mission is to share and support each other in the care of family and friends. Matters relating to the
group’s business are confidential and are conducted in a safe environment affording expression of thought and
emotions. It provides Caregivers the opportunity to share information about varying aspects of care among
themselves. In addition, from time to time, guest speakers are invited to apprise program members of matters
relating to caregiving and related services.
Respectfully submitted,
Keith O. Myrie
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Brotherhood of St. Andrew
Excitement was in the air as the Brotherhood of St. Andrew sponsored eight of its members to attend the
Diocese of Florida two-day Men’s Retreat in February, which was held at the Cerveny Conference Center at
Camp Weed, Florida. The topic centered on Exploration of Prayer, Study and Service and the speaker was the
Reverend Canon J. Fletcher Montgomery.
It was the first visit to Camp Weed for many members and it gave them an opportunity to tour the campus and
interact with other members from the Diocese.
During this year, our approach to Prayer, Study and Service was modified consistent with our inability to
assemble, therefore we were motivated to pursue individual assignments to conform to self-distancing.
Let’s keep the family of Brother Dudley Thomas in our prayers. He passed away on July 26, 2020.
As Christmas approached, the air was buzzing with optimism that the New Year would dawn with hope for
peace and prosperity.
There is so much we can do individually, so let us persevere and encourage others to do likewise.
Yours in Christ,
Leslie P. Elder

Chancel Choir
The last time the St. Thomas chancel choir met was in early March of 2020. Prior to that, we participated in
the annual Unity Service held at St. Thomas. It was a joyous occasion for us and other community church choirs
from all over Palm Coast.
We continue to see each other through Zoom meetings every month. We have lost members this year who now
sing in the Heavenly choir and we miss them dearly.
There is lots of new music to get through whenever we are able to rehearse and sing at the traditional services.
I would like to invite new members and, in fact, all church members who might be interested to join the
choir. We are a family, and enjoy our fellowship in singing the praise of our Lord, Jesus Christ. We rehearse on
Thursday evening from 4:00 to 5:30.
If you have any questions, please contact Carole Heller via the church office.

Jewish-Christian Bible Study
St. Thomas hosts a weekly Tuesday afternoon of Christian-Judeo Bible Dialogue with Rabbi Merrill Shapiro and
the Rev. Robert Goolsby.
The class, which normally consists of 20 to 30 people, studies the history of the Old and New Testaments. The
class is celebrating over seven years with Rabbi Merrill leading us in the Old Testament study for the first hour.
Fr. Robert Goolsby conducts the second hour study in the New Testament.
All are welcome to participate in this very interesting and dedicated group whether a member of St. Thomas, Episcopalian, Catholic, Jewish or other. We are a diversified inter-faith group. Questions and discussion are always
welcome.
Meetings are via Zoom. To join us, please let Father Goolsby know by giving him your e-mail address. You will
be added to the list and receive an invitation and the sign-on information.
Please join us from 1 pm to 3 pm every Tuesday.
Respectfully submitted
Sue Clark
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Communication Committee
The Communication Committee met on the first Wednesday of the month from January through March. Members
at that time were John Morris, Sally Morris, Carol Wright, Dolly Bordinger, Dan Bowman, Ken May and Karla
Goolsby. John Morris stepped down from being the Chair at the January meeting. Sally Morris was Chair
beginning in February.
Externally, the weekly ad in the News Tribune was cancelled at the start of the year. The Matanzas school
newsletter was published twice in 2020 and cancelled after the last ad in March. An ad was placed in the Flagler
County Chamber of Commerce in early Spring. Radio announcements and free event advertising in local papers
were submitted for events with hopes that they would be published and will continue to be submitted.
Internal communication was handled for the International Food Festival, the Defense class, February Annual
meeting pot luck luncheon, and Ashes to go (outside banner).
Sally Morris stepped down as the Chair in May. As the vestry liaison to the Communication Committee, I am
acting Chair until that position is filled.
The Communication team has been in contact with our Student ministry leader, assisting with photo shoots, free
radio announcements along with submitting events to the Observer and Flagler Live.
Facebook, email, physical mail, and the St. Thomas website have been our main sources of communication.
Kudos to all those who are participating in this endeavor. A job well done during this difficult time to bring us
together as a community of worshippers at STEC.
We look forward to returning to our monthly meetings in person in 2021. We are committed to keeping
communication at STEC a priority.
Respectfully submitted,
Anna Andrews, Acting chair

Contemporary Music
It has been a great pleasure for me to lead our worship team on Contemporary Sundays.
Our yellow songbook remains the base source for most of the songs we sing. I love the old songs very much
and will always incorporate them into our praise and worship.
We have not been privy, as a body, to the newer music that has been given to us in the past 15 years or so.
Powerful lyrics with real healing are also important to incorporate with the older songs. I believe that makes for
a dynamic and interesting service so I will continue to provide a blend of styles.
Radio stations like KLOVE 90.9 in Jacksonville and Z88.3 in Orlando are very popular stations and they are
playing all of this great new music. A whole generation of people are familiar and sing along with the radio to
these stations. We need to be sure we include those current popular songs so that younger visitors and those
savvy with current worship see that we are with them.
We are having such fun playing together and we want to grow now. I reached out to the high school choral
departments here in the county to see if there was any interest in students who might like to join. It is a hard
time to find new people. We want singers and instrument players of all kinds to join us.
If God is prodding you right now, that means you have something to offer. The great news about contemporary
worship is the casual, loose nature of the music. This style of music allows for very creative expression and we
need people who are creative more than talented or skilled. We know God intends to lift us up as a body and
musical worship is part of that plan.
If you are feeling called, come to the Contemporary service or watch on line. See if He moves you to join us.
Submitted by Julie Carter
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The Order of the Daughters of the King
St. Theresa Chapter
Who are we? We are an order of women who are communicants of the Episcopal Church or Churches in the
historic episcopate. It includes Anglican, Episcopal, Lutheran (ELCA) and Roman Catholic churches. Established in 1885 by Margaret Franklin, members undertake a rule of life incorporating the rule of prayer and the
rule of service. A Daughter pledges herself to a lifelong program of prayer, service, and evangelism, dedicated to the spread of Christ’s kingdom and strengthening the spiritual life of the church.
Our Vision is to know Jesus Christ and to make him known to others and become reflections of God’s Love
throughout the World. Our Bylaws prohibit us from raising funds.
The DOK has four National Funds we support, plus our dues. We collect the Self Denial Fund in February
for Mission support, the Masters Fund on Pentecost for women Seminarians and ministry education, the Alpha Fund in September for the support of Junior Daughters, the Endowment Fund in November for the work
of the Order and we pay annual dues each September. Even though we have not had a meeting since February
2020 we have continued to keep our four funds current.
Most of the Daughters are not set up for Zoom, so we keep in touch with regular phone calls and mail. We
have continued our daily prayer list and prayer vigils when requested. Information and prayer lists are mailed
every month.

We currently have 15 Daughters. If you are interested in becoming a Daughter or would like information on
the Order of the Daughters of the King, please contact Dorothy Thompson.
We meet monthly, under normal conditions, on the third Thursday of the month at 10:00am.
Under normal conditions our ministries at St. Thomas are:
Prayer Vigils for parishioners and others when requested, praying continually during the day.
Prayer lists that are updated as needed through a prayer chain.
Participate in the Helping Hands ministry supplying food for funerals.
Share Sunday flower delivery with the Brotherhood of St. Andrew
Two by two visitations to our shut-ins.
Our officers (3-year terms) are: President, Dorothy A. Thompson; Vice President, Barbara Lawson;
Treasurer, Faith Patterson; Secretary, Althea Flash
Submitted by Barbara Lawson

15

Episcopal Church Men
This was a very short year as we could not meet since March. The first 3 months were very productive.
In January, we had a program presented by Robert Hile of Santa Maria Del Mar on the upcoming Christian Unity service to be hosted by St. Thomas. The service was a big success with $1,500 presented to Family Life
Center and another $1,100 raised for children’s choir transportation and shirts.
The Sheltering Tree made a presentation about their organization that assists those who are currently or nearly
experiencing homelessness. They also operate the "Cold Weather Shelter".
We supported and funded the upgrade of the lighting in the parish hall and the parking lots.

ECM sponsored a highly successful Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner on February 25, serving 168 guests! We
worked the Rummage Sale in March, outside under a tent (for the first time). A donation was made to our only
Matanzas High School graduate.
In an attempt to start meetings online, via Zoom, I put out a plea in the “Tidings”. However, most members are
not eager to use that method.
Respectfully submitted.
Bill Schwartz

Episcopal Church Women
The ECW consists of all Episcopal Church women of St Thomas and is affiliated with the Diocese of Florida
Episcopal Church women.
2020 was a year never to be forgotten. COVID-19 basically had everyone at a standstill for most activities. We
were able to have our annual Rummage Sale before the stay-at-home mandate.
On October 24, 2020, we “attended” the annual meeting of the ECW via Zoom. In attendance from St Thomas
were Pat Schwartz, Carole MacDonald and Sue Clark.
Hopefully, this year will bring a happier time where we can get together to worship and greet one another as in
the past. Everyone stay safe and healthy. Bless you all.
Carole MacDonald, Pat Schwartz, Sue Clark

Membership
Membership committee met in January and February with plans to finalize the New Members luncheon on
April 25, 2020. The invitation count was 16. We look forward to resuming meetings in 2021 and rescheduling
the luncheon. Let’s pray we will have to send out many invitations!
Welcome bags were handed out by ushers to visitors at each worship service prior to March. We are looking
for new ways to welcome members to St. Thomas under current CDC and Diocesan guidelines.
Our committee is in need of new members. If you are interested, please contact Barbara Bowles via the church
office. Current committee members are Co-chair Barbara Bowles, Dolly Bordinger, Sheri Lagocki,
Jerry and Barbara Lawson, Sue Anuszczyk and Anne Vitale.
Thank you, Marge Troup for your valuable contributions! We wish you many blessings.
Submitted by,
Judy Fields
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Rummage Sale
March 2020
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Outreach Ministry
This has been an unusual year for Outreach!
We had to cancel all our fundraising events. However, we still were able to make donations to the charities we
support in our community which include the Flagler Humane Society, Sheltering Tree, Chow Now, Habitat for
Humanity, Team Feed Flagler, Family Life Center, Flagler Free Clinic and our sister church Todos Los Santos
in Cuba.
Our Christmas collection this year was a little different than past years. Instead of shopping for children's gifts,
we asked our St. Thomas Family for monetary support and/or gift cards to be sent to Christmas Come True
and Chow Now. With your generous support we were able to continue our support of Christmas Come True
and Chow Now. So many children were happy on Christmas morning. Thank you.
Hopefully, in 2021 we will be able to resume our normal activities such as our International Food Festival, our
annual fashion show and our bake sales to raise money to support Flagler County.
If you are interested in joining the Outreach ministry, please contact Carole MacDonald.
Thank you all for your continued support.
Outreach Committee

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls and afghans are knit or crocheted by our parishioners and friends.
The ministry does not formally meet but work in our own homes.
The shawls and afghans are blessed at the altar during Wednesday Healing services. We pray they bring
comfort to the recipients.
In 2020, the following items were gifted:
Afghans
Shawls
Chaplain Eddie Gonsalves/Advent Health Hospital
6
4
Flagler Health and Rehabilitation Center
10
Cancer Specialists/Advent Health
19
Other Individuals
4
5
Total Gifted
29
19
Anahid Savio
Chair, Prayer Shawl Ministry

Safety and Wellness Team
In May, Fr. Bob established the Safety and Wellness Team. The team reviewed our Diocesan and CDC guidelines for closing, planning how to take care of our campus, worship regathering, and continued safety. The team
shared ideas and recommendations and developed the Regathering Guide along with procedures for small groups
meeting in the building. Hours of careful planning and adapting the Diocese of Florida’s phased strategy, discerning what is best for St. Thomas and its membership. Flagler County COVID-19 numbers are reviewed each
week.
In-house services were suspended March 17 and resumed July 12. Face coverings, hand sanitizer, and individual
bulletins are provided for each service. Service attendees are limited to 50. A couple of the services have exceeded that amount, but the pews accommodated the extra worshippers following social distancing guidance. A list of
all attendees is compiled along with all visitors/vendors to the building. Thankfully, there has been no need for
contact tracing. Touch point cleaning is done as required by volunteers.
Church services for August 2 were cancelled due to Hurricane Isaias. Thankfully, the hurricane was not a factor
in our local community.
18

Parish Life
Parish Life is responsible for several events that happen within the church year. There is a dedicated group
that works on all these events.
In 2020, Parish Life was responsible for the Annual Meeting’s pot luck luncheon, Lenten study’s soup with
sandwiches and a successful Valentine dinner and dance. Parish life organized a food collection in conjunction
with the Mayor of Palm Coast’s food drive, collecting 6 pickup truck loads of food. This year we did a birthday
car parade along with a retirement parade and sent out Birthday cards and corsages for the 90+
parishioners. Delivered palms to parishioners, collected, and delivered Thanksgiving non-perishable food
boxes. A group went Christmas caroling to homes and gifted poinsettias. Sent out happy cards and made happy
phone calls.
The majority of 2020 events scheduled at the church were cancelled or postponed.
We meet on the 1st Tuesday of every month at 10:00 am. We try to keep our meetings to 1 hour.
We do need some new members. So, if you like to cook, bake, decorate come join us. Of course, eat, drink and
have fun.
2021 will be a better year!!
Peace to all.
Helen and Charlie Kolaitis

Ushers Ministry
Our input is very minimal from the usher's standpoint. There has not been much to offer this year. We, Geni,
Kathleen, Virginia, and I have worked on serving our congregation to the best of our abilities. We have made
minor adjustments as they have presented themselves to us. Geni and I are grateful to the ushers for their dedication and their assistance to us on occasions. The challenges to date have been minimal as we receive feedback from Fr. Bob to help us to adjust to the changes placed before us. We pray continuously for our team and
totally understand their concerns about returning to the sanctuary for worship. We have sent out notes of encouragement during this time of healing for our community and congregation.
We feel that all things were considered before reopening the Church for worship. We further feel that all precaution has been taken to keep it safe for those who have made a prayerful decision to come out and worship
again. We are not out of the woods yet, but those who worship weekly can rest assured that adjustments are
always being considered to keep them safe. We are asking that all keep everyone in their daily prayers, and
we will continue to do the same.
Blessings to all,
Tom and Geni Witherspoon
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Student and Family Ministry
I came on board full time in April to direct the ministries for students and families. We were not meeting in
person at all because of the pandemic.
The youth room was made over and is brighter and more energetic. The students who have seen the room love
the more mature feel. They want to feel valuable and special and I think that room really sends that message
more effectively. Thank you to the property committee and everyone who got the room painted and repaired
so well. The name Oasis and the logo for the student and family ministry communicates a sense of peace,
comfort, refreshment, and love.
The verse I chose for the ministry is a portion of Isaiah 35:6 …
Hot sands will become a cool oasis, thirsty ground a splashing fountain.

Before

During

After

From At-A-Glance, a multiple volume bible context series have been created. In addition to one-page sheets
on each book of the bible, there are also volumes covering geography, characters, eras, virtues, authors of the
bible, and a deuterocanonical supplement. It is fascinating and they are on the bookshelf in room 104.
The program Vantage was chosen as the curriculum for senior students (7th grade or 13 years old +). The
common thread throughout the 40-lesson series is learning to see the world and relationships through
Kingdom eyes. Young adults and teens are forming their identity for adulthood. The goal is to help them learn
their true value through the word of God. It is completely digital and editable with great graphic slides.
Additionally, a full set of curricula was prepared for students aged preschool to age 12.
Instagram and Snapchat accounts were opened for students and parents. Groups were formed to communicate
in the manner they find most useful. Most still like a group text.
Our youth assisted at the Palm Coast city wide food drive at Parkview Church. We donated approximately
250 pounds of food.
St. Thomas had one senior, Abbey Andrade, graduate from Matanzas High School. Thanks to the Episcopal
Church Men, I was able to present her with a graduation gift.
In July, we had our first in person get together at Princess Place Preserve. It was a place where we could have
plenty of room to spread out and stay safe. I provided hot dog and s'mores kits for each individual. We had a
great time, and it was well attended.
We had a great family event at Flagler Beach in August. We provided boxed lunches and canned drinks. We
had a good time building and sliding down an ocean safe water slide. Plastic sheeting was used along with
pure Castile soap. As viruses cannot live on soap, it was good clean fun for all of us.
Continued on page 22
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Youth Outing at
Princess Place

Feed Palm Coast Initiative

Trunk or Treat Prep

Youth Mission Trip Helping seniors organize
household effects

Pet Blessing

Children's Christmas Pageant
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Continued from page 20

September found us meeting in person (in a small group) for EYC curriculum and bible study. I offered
to Zoom, but the students were already exhausted from Zoom and begged to be able to be together. I
hosted between 4 and 8 students at my home every other week. Once I had 10 so we moved it outside.
We also had a tie-dye party and dyed 50 masks for our congregation.
We continued to meet until the week before Thanksgiving. The decision was made to break until the
virus numbers come down sufficiently to meet again.

We hosted a Pet Blessing in October. Within a short time, we were able to get all elements in place, including the Flagler County Sheriff’s Office Equine and Canine services, East Coast Veterinary Hospital,
The Flagler County Humane Society, as well as the blessing certificates for everyone. We had everything from birds, bunnies, horses, and snakes to bless. It was an event that reminded our neighbors that
we are still here and active.
We also held our Annual Trunk or Treat (modified!) and gave out 600 safely packaged goodie bags for
the children who attended.
I purchased a projector, 22-foot screen, and public address electronic system for movie nights outdoors.
As soon as a movie night can be held safely for all, I intend to have four movie nights a year as fundraising events for Student Ministry.
Care packages were assembled for our families with school aged children and delivered before Advent.
They contained goodies for the kids, a 2020 parent pack thanking them for parenting in 2020 and chocolate Advent calendars. I heard from many moms thanking me for dropping those off to them.
Two different families reached out for help at home with organizing and making their homes safe. It was
mid-December; students were contacted and several jumped at the chance to serve. I was immensely
proud of them for helping on both “mission trips”. We all enjoyed the chance to do something for someone. Those opportunities were rare this year.
We planned an outdoor Christmas Eve Pageant. It would have been ideal but the strong wind gusts prevented us from holding it outside. The Parish Hall was not ready for guests but we quickly moved the
entire event inside. It was a great service and the kids were charming and made it wonderful. I consider
it a great success in spite of the obstacles.
So many plans developed for this year had to be cancelled, postponed, or restructured quickly. One main
priority continues to ensure adult volunteers and some of the older students complete and
receive their Safeguarding certifications.
There are so many people to thank for their ideas, assistance and time spent on keeping the events we
were able to have, safe, fun, and focused on students and families. Thank you all so very much!
I am looking forward to more of the same in the new year ahead.
Submitted by Julie Carter
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Inspecting
roof for leaks

Beach in the front yard
during rainy season

View from
the roof

Sanctuary
lighting project

Stained glass windows
after dark

Preparing to clean the
parish hall ceiling

Cleaning the
sanctuary ceiling

Back wall in sanctuary
prepped for painting

23

Cindy Mitchell
Rick Cabrera
Kathleen McCullough
Ben O’Kelley
Pamela Williams
Anna Andrews
Jodie Bevel
Judy Fields
Ed Walker
Sal Brucculeri
Keith Myrie
Ed Ruddy
Jadeen Wintz
Ralph Yearwood

Sr. Warden, Finance/Stewardship
Jr. Warden, Property
ECW/Outreach
Membership
Parish Life
Communications
Worship
Christian Formation
Parishioner Care
Endowment
Finance
ECM/Outreach
Youth Representative
Treasurer (non-vestry)
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cindy.mitchell25@gmail.com
rcabrera68@gmail.com
mingtoi52@icloud.com
ebokelley@gmail.com
willaud@bellsouth.net
annamarie432@yahoo.com
jodbevel2@gmail.com
judyfields269@gmail.com
endwalker@aol.com
salbrucculeri@hotmail.com
bront6@cfl.rr.com
edwardr1944@ptd.net
verna3619@cfl.rr.com
relyear@bellsouth.net

