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Dates to note 

• Epiphany Class Begins Jan. 16 

• Blessing of the Babies Jan. 30 

• Annual Meeting Feb. 13 

As we began a new 

church year in Ad-

vent, we prepared 

for the coming of 

our Savior in two 

ways; we prepared 

for the commemo-

ration of the birth of a new kind of king in 

the infant Jesus, and we prepared for this 

king’s second coming when God’s justice 

and peace will be established on earth. 

We now enter a new season when we 

celebrate and acknowledge the manifesta-

tion of our Creator in the person of Jesus 

of Nazareth: Epiphany. 

There is only one day when we can sing 

the beloved hymn, We Three Kings. Many 

of our Christmas traditions include these 

sages from the East, but only Matthew’s 

narrative includes this story, and the sages 

arrive after Jesus’ birth. We’re not sure 

how long after Jesus’ birth the sages ar-

rived, but we do know it was after Herod 

heard of a newborn king that would as-

cend to the throne of David. Herod, a bru-

tal leader, ordered that all males under 

the age of two be slaughtered. Baby Jesus 

evaded this fate because the angel of the 

Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

told him to take Mary and the Child and 

flee to Egypt. (For this reason , the Church 

commemorates The Holy Innocents on 

December 28.)  

On the Second Sunday of Christmas, the 

lectionary gives the option of reading the 

second Chapter of Matthew’s gospel— 

the story of the Wise Men from the East. 

It is a story of how Christ’s birth has global 

impact and significance. The Wise Men 

are foreigners; non-Jews who come seek-

ing a Jewish messiah. Matthew’s narrative 

depicts a saving grace in this Baby Jesus 

that will include all races, nations, and 

peoples. 

The Wise Men’s gifts have deep signifi-

cance and symbolism. The aforemen-

tioned hymn describes their meaning: 

Gold for Kingship, Frankincense for Divine 

worship, and Myrrh for burial: 

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I 

bring to crown him again, King forever, 

ceasing never over us all to reign.   

Frankincense to offer have I:                                           

incense owns a Deity nigh;                                                 

prayer and praising, gladly raising,        

worship him, God Most High. 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume                                     

breathes a life of gathering gloom;                                 
(Continued on page 2) 
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A Savior For All 

The Rev. Canon Robert Goolsby, Rector 
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December 19, 2021—The Reverend Andrew Zeman—Celebrating 50 Years in Ordained Ministry 

Father Andy, 1972 

“This Epiphany season, let us remember how we too have been drawn to our Savior in times of need 
and in times of joy.” 

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,                              

sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 

The world is drawn to Christ because we are drawn to 

love, peace, and community. Jesus creates the commu-

nity of the Church, and it is sustained by the grace and 

power of the Holy Spirit. This Epiphany season, let us 

remember how we too have been drawn to our Savior 

in times of need and in times of joy. The times we have 

felt guided in our spiritual journey like the Magi guided 

by the Bethlehem star. The times of feeling Christ’s 

presence spontaneously like the Holy Spirit’s descend-

ing on Jesus as he came up from the River Jordan at his 

baptism. May we too experience the manifestation of 

God’s presence in our own lives in this Epiphany sea-

son, in the New Year, and always.  

A happy, healthy and blessed New Year to you and 

those you love. 

(Continued from page 1) 

A Savior For All 



 

Welcome to 

2022! It’s a new 

year and a new 

schedule of 

events and fun in 

Student Ministry. 

Soon you will 

receive a calendar that lists all our major 

events so families can identify possible 

conflicts in advance.  

I hope everyone enjoyed their Advent 

gift baskets. A birthday party for Jesus in 

the middle of Christmas celebrations 

really helps bring the focus back. We are 

in a busy time in our church calendar. 

Christmas is followed by Epiphany and 

then Lent.  

Come to church so your children can 

learn how and why we 

change our linens and 

songs for the different 

seasons. There is a 

rich spiritual reason 

for each change, and 

they all help us cele-

brate the wonderful 

things God has done 

and is doing every day. It 

also helps to prepare our 

hearts for the next season on the calen-

dar. It all fits so beautifully, and for such 

good spiritual benefit. I want all our stu-

dents to understand why we do what 

we do.  

We want to begin our Children’s Chapel 

program for the contemporary service. 

To do this, we need a team. I have a 

couple of volunteers so far, and need 

several more. If you have your Safe-

guarding Certificate, I need you. If you 

don’t have your Safeguarding Certifi-

cate, we can help you get it. Online Safe-

guarding Training. Come join the team. 

We are always having a blast and smiling 

until our faces hurt. A loving team of 

adults who want the best for our stu-

dents will make this ministry the best in 

town! 

It is time to plan for VBS.  Can you be-

lieve it? I will be scheduling a meeting 

soon so we can form a team to choose 

our program and dates for the event. If 

you would like to be on the team, please 

call or email me at julie@stechurch.org 

and I will be sure you get the invite.   

Senior students continue to meet from 

5-7 on Sunday evenings right here 

in Student HQ —The Oasis. 

Seniors are students aged 

13 and up. We focus on 

bible knowledge and 

understanding, games 

that reinforce the 

lesson, and food. I find 

that teenagers are hun-

gry. Do you? If you would 

like to help us feed our stu-

dents on Sunday night, I will be 

posting a sign-up sheet soon. They like 

pizza and tacos, but they also love home

-cooking and veggie/fruit/cheese trays. 

If you enjoy cooking for people who re-

ally love food, this is your ministry.  

Thanks for all the prayers and help last 

year! We made it and now I am so excit-

ed for 2022. St. Thomas loves its stu-

dents! 

 

Student And Family Ministry News 
Julie Carter 

Epiphany Class                            
The Miracles of Jesus 
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Jan.16 - Feb 6 

10:30 a.m. 

In the Parish Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have coffee and learn 

about the Signs and         

Miracles of Jesus. 

 

Father Bob will lead a      

discussion on six miracles 

that Jesus performs in the 

Gospel of John.  

 

Based on the Rev. Dr.      

Cynthia Kittredge’s book,      

Conversations with        

Scripture: The Gospel of 

John, Father Bob will       

discuss: 

• Jesus’ turning water 

into wine at a wedding 

in Cana,  

• The healing of the blind 

man,  

• Feeding of the multi-

tudes, and 

• The raising of Lazarus, 

and other miracles. 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/safe-church/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/safe-church/
https://www.safeguardingonline.org/
https://www.safeguardingonline.org/
mailto:julie@stechurch.org


 

 

Future With Hope 
Pledge Update 

Senior Warden’s Message 
Cindy Mitchell 

 

From his fullness 

we have all    

received, grace 

upon grace. 

—John 1:16 

 

Happy New Year! 

We have had quite a few months of 

reflections, hopeful changes, and start-

overs! Most of us do not want to    

reflect on last year and cannot wait to 

see what possibilities the new year has 

in store for us.  

As we move into 2022, our mission, 

goals, priorities, vision, and future   

accomplishments will have a restart of 

our attention, and a recapture of what 

matters most to us—both in our 

church and our community. No one 

can do that task alone. We will need to 

roll up our sleeves and work together 

to give time, financial, and awareness 

support to all we need in 2022. There 

is much to do! 

How do your unique skills, gifts and 

passions fit with the work that God is 

calling? We need your ideas, your en-

ergy, and prayers to stay connected 

here at St. Thomas. Guess what? It is 

your year. Today It is your time to 

choose how you love, how to serve 

and what to focus on. What new thing 

would you like to do this year? What 

have you done in the past and stepped 

away from? With whom and how 

would you like to reconnect? 

Your vestry is committed to working on 

your behalf along with Father Bob, our 

staff, volunteers, and ministries who 

make up the living fabric of our church 

family. We look forward to working 

together with you in the common goal 

of continuing to make St. Thomas a 

more meaningful spiritual home for all.   

As always, please contact me to share 

any questions and concerns that you 

may have. 

Continued Peace. 

Cindy Mitchell                                      

Senior Warden 
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 Thank you to all who were 

able to get children's names 

from the Christmas tree and 

provide gifts to support    

Christmas Come True.  

 

It certainly appears that all 

their Christmas wishes did 

come true!  

St. Thomas has received 
119 pledges totaling 
$282,773.   
 
At least $420,000 is    
needed to maintain       
current operations and 
ministry. 
 
We will resume nursery 
childcare soon, and 
hope to expand other    
ministries. Please 
prayerfully consider 
your pledge.  

Christmas Come True 

“Grace is the voice that calls us to change and then gives us the power to pull it off.” 

—Max Lucado 



 

January Birthdays 

   1 - Errol Marshall 
   2 - Sally Morris 
   2 - Daniel Schmidt 
   3 - Jenny Parchment 
   6 - Andrew Jones   
   6 - Carol Wing 
   7 - Luciana Blackman 
   7 - Ronald Leal 
   7 - Andrew Jones 
   7 - John Hardos 
   7 - Diane Roosa 
10 - Joey Ortiz 
10 - Deborah Williams 
11 - Virginia  Esposito 
11 - Aloyd Hurley 
11 - Patricia Letchford 
13 - Richard Ellis 
13 - Duane Moore 
14 - Gil Best 

15 - Pat Schwartz 
15 - Jean Wright 
16 - Joan Thompson 
17 - Carl Potter 
17 - Pam Williams 
20 - Edna Bevel 
21 - Gail Naworal 
22 - Jerry Esposito 
23 - Violet Higgins 
24 - Dee Cunningham 
26 - Henry Johnson 
26 - Sandra May 
26 - Ken Wright 
27 - Craig Compton 
29 - Alice Lytch 
30 - Brittany Baratta 
30 - Joseph Harris 
31 - Nia Abbas-Ortiz 
31 - Madelyn Ball 

January Anniversaries 

   

10 - James and Norma Daniels  

19 - Jack and Alma Dixon 

30 - Errol and Sheila Grant 

 

 

 

 

“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another year. Grant 
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”  
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Sue Bickings from the Sheltering 

Tree was our wonderful guest 

speaker at the December Episcopal 

Church Women's meeting. The ECW 

holiday luncheon followed the    

business portion of the meeting. 

Everyone enjoyed fellowship and 

celebrating  season as Carole Heller 

played holiday favorites on            

the piano. 

Look for information soon about St. 

Thomas' participation in the Cold 

Weather Shelter (seasonally from 

November - March). 

 

The next ECW meeting will be      

January 13 at 10 a.m.                          

at the church.  

Episcopal Church Women 
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December 24, 2021               
Photo Credit: Kenneth May 
and Cindy Mitchell 
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https://www.facebook.com/SaintThomasEC
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A New Year’s Resolve 

 
I will try this year to live a simple, 
sincere and serene life, repelling 
thoughts of discontent, anxiety, 
discouragement, impurity, and 
self-seeking; cultivating cheerful-
ness, charity, and the habit of holy 
silence; exercising economy in 
expenditure, generosity in giving, 
carefulness in conversation,     
diligence in appointed service, and 
fidelity to every trust. 
 
In particular I will try to be faithful 
in those habits of prayer, work, 
study, physical exercise, eating, 
and sleep which I believe the Holy 
Spirit has shown me to be right. 
 
And as I cannot in my own 
strength do this, I look to thee, O 
Lord God my Father, in Jesus my 
Savior, and ask for the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.  

—Adapted from  
www.prayerfowardmovement.org 

“Everything we have is given us by God. The question is, how much of God’s gifts 
are you going to return to Him?”  —Ralph Yearwood, Treasurer 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

5400 Belle Terre Parkway, Palm 

Coast, Florida 32137 

Phone: 386-446-2300  | E-mail: 

info@stechurch.org | 

www.stechurch.org  

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 9-3 

Front L-R: Jim Callender, Keith Myrie (Assistant Director of STEC Chapter), 
Egbert Farquharson, Ed Ruddy, Bob Knight (Director of STEC Chapter), 
Back L-R: Vernon Downes, Les Elder, Steve Anuszczyk (Secretary/Treasurer),        
Tom Witherspoon, Charles Boardley 

Institution of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew Chapter Officers 

November 28, 2021 

https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/home
mailto:info@stechurch.org
http://www.stechurch.org

